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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


Federal Court Issues Ruling on FAA Airspace Redesign Appeal

Media, PA, June 11, 2009 - Delaware County Council has learned that the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit has ruled in favor of the FAA in the challenge to the FAA’s decision to implement the NY/NJ/PHL Airspace Redesign Project which has routed more planes over Delaware County neighborhoods.

  Delaware County is one of a group of twelve sets of states, cities, counties and community groups spanning from Connecticut to Delaware that challenged the Federal Government’s decision to implement the airspace redesign project.  The court’s ruling was in favor of the FAA and against the state and local governments and community groups in each of the appeals.


Delaware County Council Vice Chairman Jack Whelan, who went to Washington D.C. last month for the argument before the federal court, commented, “It is unfortunate that this court has taken the side of the FAA and the airlines against the residents of Delaware County and hundreds of thousands of other residents up and down the mid-Atlantic Coast.”

  “It is a shame that another branch of the Federal Government has put the interests of the airline industry and government bureaucrats ahead of the safety and health of its citizens.”


Whelan noted that although the Federal court has upheld the FAA’s decision, “it was because of Delaware County Council’s actions and the support Council received from masses of Delaware County citizens that the FAA did mitigate the airspace redesign at Philadelphia International Airport by agreeing to reduce the number of new headings over Delaware County from three down to only one heading over Delaware County.”

In addition, while in Washington last month, Whelan had discussions with FAA officials after the court argument wherein the FAA agreed it would conduct further discussions regarding the airspace redesign plan, as well as the other projects at Philadelphia International Airport.


Ultimately, this is a problem with the policy set by the federal government. “Our Congressmen and Senators need to fix this travesty by enacting legislation that reverses this policy.” Whelan said. “So far, our Federal representatives have expressed their support of Delaware County Council’s efforts and that has been appreciated.”

  “However, none of Delaware County’s Congressmen or Senators has introduced or sponsored any legislation to defeat the airspace redesign project or any of the other projects at Philadelphia International Airport.” Additionally, our members of Congress and Senators need to defeat legislation that funds these projects,” he said. 

“Delaware County Council was disappointed when the House of Representatives last month passed H.R. 915, the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2009, which provides funding for the airspace redesign project.”

“Our Senators and Congressmen must introduce emergency legislation to defeat this project and must convince their leadership, who control both houses of Congress, that this action is in the best interests of our citizens”.


Delaware County Council and its attorneys have already begun to evaluate the federal court’s decision and have commenced discussion with several of the other groups of petitioners to determine whether further court action may be beneficial.
